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Salcman's book concludes with a two-chapter section on pediatric neurologic and
neurosurgical emergencies. Both chapters review the similarities and differences in
early management of pediatric and adult patients; both provide a useful, albeit very
brief, review ofthese fields.
Clearly, this is a book to be enthusiastic about, and I recommend it highly to all who
deal with neuro-emergencies. One pet peeve about terminology, however: if my
profession is to be named by the location of where I work, i.e., "emergency room
doctor," then Dr. Salcman is an "operating room doctor." Furthermore, ifthe suite of
rooms in which emergency care is practiced is an "emergency room," then why not
"critical care room" or "intensive care room"? I am disappointed to see these obsolete
terms perpetuated in such an outstanding book.
SAUL LANDE
Department ofEmergency Medicine
St. Joseph Medical Center
Stamford, Connecticut
GENETICS: HUMAN ASPECTS. 2nd Edition. By Arthur P. Mange and Elaine Johansen
Mange. Sunderland, MA, Sinauer Associates, Inc., 1990. 625 pp. $38.95.
A revision of an earlier text, the second edition of Genetics: Human Aspects is a
clearly written and extremely comprehensive volume designed for use in a one-
semester genetics course. Students from various disciplines have much to gain from
this text, as the authors not only explain the rudiments ofgenetics but also address the
influences ofthe field ofhuman genetics on the individual and society.
The 25 chapters of the book are divided into six main sections: (1) Basic Concepts;
(2) Cytogenetics; (3) Gene Transmission; (4) Genes, Metabolism, and Disease; (5)
Population and Quantitative Genetics; and (6) Applications of Genetic Techniques.
Several ofthe chapters have been greatly expanded since publication ofthe first edition
a decade ago; two entirely new chapters, New Genetic Technologies and Genetics of
Cancer, have been added.
As an instructional tool, the text has many strengths. First, each chapter is a
cohesive unit of manageable size, concluding with a concise summary. Second,
questions with answers are included at the end ofeach chapter; many ofthe questions
are impressive in their creativity and applicability even for the non-geneticist. A third
strength of this volume as a class text is the availability of a teacher's guide, which
provides further questions and an additional bibliography. Finally, for individuals
desiring more aid in the basics ofmathematics and/or chemistry, appendices covering
each ofthese areas are included.
A potential weakness ofthe volume is its sheer expansiveness. Designed for students
with varied interests and backgrounds, the one-semester interval during which the text
is designed to be used may in some settings be insufficient. The breadth ofthe volume,
however, may also beviewed as an asset for individuals with some knowledgeofhuman
genetics who desire a broad and up-to-date overview ofthe field.
In a field of rapid changes and advances, the authors have done an excellent job of
providing truly current discussions of several new and interesting areas of human
genetics (that is, genetic imprinting, the relationship between Down's syndrome and
Alzheimer's disease, and human gene mapping efforts). In addition, the authors
provide superb presentations ofcontroversial areas in the field of human genetics (for340 BOOK REVIEWS
example, studies of the association of the 47,XYY karyotype and criminal behavior
and ethical and legal issues surrounding reproductive technology).
In short, Genetics: HumanAspects is a highly readable volume with broad appeal. It
isvaluable as a course text or a referencevolume for individuals interested in anyofthe
many aspects ofhuman genetics.
MICHELE C. LABUDA
ChildStudy Center
Yale University School ofMedicine